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MLA ðAn Overview

·MLA Stands for Modern 

Language Association.

·It is important to cite all 

information taken from 

any outside source.

·It is important to identify 

and acknowledge the 

source from which the 

information was taken.



MLA ðAn Overview

MLA accomplishes source

attribution through the use

of:

· In-Text Citations
Ɓ Attributes sources in your 

paper as you discuss them.

· A Reference Page
Ɓ A list of sources used in 

your essay with more 
complete information about 
the sources.

In-Text Citation:

Delano is described as òa man of 

such native simplicity as to be 

incapable of satire or ironyó 

(Melville 287).



IN -TEXT CITATIONS

EXAMPLES & 

EXPLANATIONS

Part 1: 



IN-TEXT (PARENTHETICAL) 

DOCUMENTATION ðOVERVIEW

In-Text Citations:

·Show readers from 
where the information 
was taken.

·Direct the reader to 
the Works Cited page.

·Are placed as close as 
possible to the 
borrowed material.



In-Text Citation ðParaphrase

·Delano blames the 
strange behavior of 
Don Benito on either 
some sort of elaborate 
performance or 
insanity (Melville 288).

· This is a paraphrase; none of 
the authorõs words from the 
original text are used, but it 
does repeat the authorõs 
ideas.

· Paraphrases MUST be cited 
to avoid plagiarism. 

· Paraphrasing is easiest when 
taking a large amount of 
material and condensing it 
into a few sentences (for 
example, summarizing a 
scientific study or the 
meaning of a stanza of 
poetry).



In-Text Citation ðDirect Quote

·Delano is 

described as òa 

man of such native 

simplicity as to be 

incapable of satire 

or ironyó (Melville 

287).

·The citation follows 

the quotation marks, 

but the period 

comes after the 

parenthesis. 



In-Text Citation ðBlock Quote

ÅThere are no quotation marks because the quote is clearly offset 

from the rest of the text. 

ÅPunctuation comes before the citation for block quotes only.

ÅSince the author of the work is given in the text, it is not necessary 

to repeat it in the Citation.  

ÅIn this case only the page number is given.


